University of Nebraska - Lincoln

DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln
Great Plains Research: A Journal of Natural and
Social Sciences

Great Plains Studies, Center for

2010

Book Review of Insects of Texas: A Practical Guide by
David H. Kattes.
Christopher J. Durden
University of Texas at Austin

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsresearch
Part of the American Studies Commons
Durden, Christopher J., "Book Review of Insects of Texas: A Practical Guide by David H. Kattes." (2010). Great Plains Research: A
Journal of Natural and Social Sciences. 1130.
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsresearch/1130

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Great Plains Studies, Center for at DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Great Plains Research: A Journal of Natural and Social Sciences by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln.

262
and from insects to ice crystals. The book includes 120
accounts based in scientific knowledge (e.g., Nature’s Hieroglyphics, January 19) and Blair’s innumerable hours of
observations (e.g., Shed Hunting, February 25). A sense
of excitement and awe is evident in many of the accounts
(e.g., Summer Thunderstorm, June 4). Further, if you
grew up trying to watch or catch collared lizards, as I did
in the Post Rock region of Kansas, you cannot read Blair’s
account for August 15 without being transported back in
time.
How should one experience this book? First, one
should take the time to look at Blair’s photos as though
seeing them in an art gallery, contemplating their beauty
before being influenced by the text. Then one can proceed
to learn more natural history, or reflect on Blair’s insights
or reactions. Even so, this is not a book that needs to be
read linearly; individual accounts can be enjoyed one
or a few at a time and in whatever order one wishes. In
fact, I suggest that the author’s comments and thoughts
and associated photos are best sampled and savored in a
nonlinear fashion and a few at a time.
I recommend this book to those who want to learn
more about not only the natural history but also the beauty
of the Great Plains. Donald W. Kaufman, Division of
Biology, Kansas State University.
Weather Matters: An American Cultural History
since 1900. By Bernard Mergen. Lawrence: University
Press of Kansas, 2008. ix + 397 pp. Illustrations, map,
notes, bibliography, index. $34.95 cloth.
Weather Matters is a varied collection of everything
sky and weather related, from history, to poetry and art,
to the monitoring and impacts of weather-related natural
hazards. Mergen states the book is “about the everyday
experience of weather and the ways in which those experiences are perceived, marketed, and managed.” The volume is broken into five chapters focused on talking about,
managing, seeing, transcribing, and suffering weather.
“Talking about Weather” begins with a historical
overview of “weather-bureau weather,” starting with
the Congressional creation of a meteorological service
administered by the U.S. Army Signal Corps in 1870 and
ending with a brief introductory discussion of today’s
National Weather Service (he expands on this discussion throughout the remaining chapters). In between,
Mergen discusses a number of issues related to weather
and forecasting. He claims weather in conversation is the
“great equalizer”—it’s a safe topic, it allows everyone to
be an expert, and it doesn’t require action because there’s
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nothing you can do about it. The chapter on “Managing
Weather” includes topics as varied as wind and solar
power; atmospheric pollution and the tragedy of the
commons; the development and use of technology for
monitoring and predicting weather; education; broadcast
meteorology; and weather modification.
“Seeing Weather” is an eclectic collection of subjects
ranging from deep ecology and the psychology of place,
to the sky and weather as portrayed in a full spectrum of
art media. The fourth chapter, “Transcribing Weather,”
focuses on written works, primarily poetry and novels.
Chapter 5, “Suffering Weather,” is the author’s account of
an eight-day storm-chasing tour, which took participants
from Colorado through Nebraska, South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, and Kansas. Mergen was able to see several
tornadoes, which he describes as “sensual and sensuous.”
Discussion of the tour is interspersed with descriptions
of severe weather in general (tornadoes, hurricanes, blizzards, thunderstorms and lightening, etc.), other weatherrelated “extremes” (humidity, air pollution, heat waves,
etc.) and related human health issues.
Perhaps the most surprising and interesting chapters
of the book (from this reviewer’s standpoint) are the
third and fourth, which discuss visual art and written
accounts of sky- and weather-related topics and issues.
Excerpts from poems and novels (including from the
works of Ted Kooser and Willa Cather), illustrations and
descriptions of photographs, paintings, motion pictures,
large works of landscape art—such as the Lightning
Field, a one mile by one kilometer grid of 400 stainlesssteel poles in New Mexico, which Mergen claims is
“spectacular during a thunderstorm”—and much more
bring the personal, cultural, and regional experience
each of us has with nature and weather to bear in a very
real and out-of-the-ordinary way.
Mergen’s thoroughly researched volume is backed up
with 50 pages of notes and an extensive selected bibliography. Donna L. Woudenberg, National Drought Mitigation Center, School of Natural Resources, University of
Nebraska–Lincoln.
Insects of Texas: A Practical Guide. By David H. Kattes.
College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2009.
215 pp. Photographs, glossary, index. $27.00 paper.
This guidebook is a well-illustrated, well-bound
addition to our growing series on Texas insect fauna.
Designed for the beginner and nonspecialist (and suitable
for use in schools), it provides an identification aid for recognition of the groups to which common insects belong.

Book Reviews
Other references must be used in most cases to determine
the species at hand. Today, BugGuide.Net will be the next
step for the average reader.
Most of the book is devoted to one-page presentations
of a small selection of families, usually those that contain
species most likely to be found by the casual observer.
Common name, group name, pronunciation guide, and
characteristics are presented with a brief account of a
selection of included insects, for which a generic or occasionally a specific name and two or more good illustrations
are usually given. An introduction to insects, arachnids,
and other arthropods, although essential, leaves only 154
pages for family presentations, and this is again reduced
by a number of tables giving preferred habitat and feeding characteristics for common families of large orders
like flies. No estimate is given for the number of insect
species thought to occur in Texas, but the world figure
given, 2 to 30 million, is suitably large and reflects the
number yet to be discovered and described. Altogether
but a tiny, tiny fraction of Texas insects is presented in
this book. Unlike those lucky botanists, we entomologists
have no fat manuals that cover all the insects of the state
and therefore depend on consulting museum collections
for precise identification.
There is a general introduction to systematic arrangement, with a reference from Genesis (the naming
of living creatures) and mention of the roles of Aristotle
(classification) and Linnaeus (binomial system of names)
in early classification and the hierarchy of higher groups.
The simple species definition is based on similar appearance, physiology, genetics, and ecology, but there is no
reference to evolution. In this respect the book will be
welcome in home school and camp situations where other
available Texas insect books might not. “Splitters” and
“lumpers” are mentioned to explain the various classification styles encountered in entomology.
Among the book’s drawbacks is its confusing mention of different patterns of metamorphosis, given here
as ametamorphosis (egg-nymph-adult), incomplete metamorphosis (egg-naiad-adult), gradual metamorphosis
(egg-nymph-nymph-adult), and complete metamorphosis
(egg-larva-pupa-adult). A butterfly of the genus Asterocampa (Nymphalidae) appears in three photographs
where it is incorrectly identified as a “satyr” (Satyridae).
Nine large illustrations scattered through the volume,
along with its cover, unfortunately have no caption.
Because Great Plains habitats occur in the majority of
Texas counties and their insects range widely, this book
will be of use far beyond the boundaries of the state, from
Mexico to Canada. Given the formidable task of select-
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ing a few good insects to feature, for the few families
that could be included, the author has done a remarkably
good job. Christopher J. Durden, Curator Emeritus
of Entomology and Geology, Texas Memorial Museum,
University of Texas at Austin.
First Peoples in a New World: Colonizing Ice Age
America. By David J. Meltzer. Berkeley: University of
California Press, 2009. xviii + 446 pp. Maps, figures,
tables, color plates, notes, references, index. $29.95 cloth,
$19.95 paper.
Since much of the research on the first Americans
involves the Great Plains, almost every chapter of David
J. Meltzer’s First Peoples in a New World contains considerable Plains information.
Meltzer opens with a short synopsis of the book and
begins each subsequent chapter by placing its topic in
a short historical setting. Because the first Americans
arrived in the late Pleistocene when glaciers were dominant, he devotes his second chapter to glaciers and their
climatic and environmental consequences, presenting
detailed evidence and reviewing controversies over data
interpretation, including the recent contention that the
Younger Dryas climate event may have been caused by a
supernova.
The third chapter, a history of the search for the first
Americans, emphasizes what has constituted acceptable
evidence and how it has been determined that people
were in the Americas 12,000 years ago. The debate today
is whether people were present before that date, which
Meltzer examines in chapter 4. The issue here is what
such occupations should look like and what constitutes
incontrovertible archaeological evidence. He reviews
several possible candidate sites, the best being Monte
Verde, Chile, dating to 12,500 years ago.
Addressing nonarchaeological evidence for North
American occupation, the fifth chapter presents a detailed review of linguistic and biological information,
ultimately leading to the very controversial Kennewick,
Washington, skull and the idea that it represents an early
European occupation. Chapter 6 adds the archaeological
evidence and considers the view that the best documented
early occupation, Clovis, represents European Upper Paleolithic Solutrean peoples.
In chapter 7 Meltzer explores how North America
was occupied, focusing on Clovis peoples, for whom
there is widespread and fairly uniform evidence across
the continent. A relatively uninhabited land mass rich in
resources encouraged rapid movement and thus a uniform
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